
Outdoor Dining Table with Matching
Benches
By Modern Builds

Build an outdoor dining table with coordinating benches out of 2x8s and 4x4s!

Difficulty

Easy
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Tools
Kreg Tools

Kreg® Pocket-Hole Jig XL

2 1/2” XL Pocket-Hole Screws - 125 ct.

Portable Crosscut

Wood Project Clamp - 6"

Track Horse

Straight Edge Guide

Right Angle Clamp

Other Tools

Circular Saw

Drill

Orbital sander

Materials
Wood Products

Pine Boards , 2"x8"x8'9

Pine Boards , 4"x4"x8'6

Hardware & Supplies

Box Of 2 1/2" Kreg XL Screws (See Tools List)1

Box Of 4" Kreg XL Screws (See Tools List)1

Wood Glue1

Wood Filler1

Finish Of Choice1
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https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-jigs/kreg-pocket-hole-jig-xl/KPHJ920.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-screws-plugs/2-12%E2%80%9D-xl-pocket-hole-screws---125-ct./SML-C2X250-125.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/cutting/circular-saw-cutting/portable-crosscut/KMA4000.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/clamping/clamps/wood-project-clamp---6/KHC6.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/workspace/workshop-accessories/track-horse/KWS500.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/cutting/circular-saw-cutting/straight-edge-guide/KMA4500.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/clamping/clamps/right-angle-clamp/KHCRA.html


Cut List & Parts
Table Top Boards , 2"x8"x78" (I Basically Just Cut 18" Off Each Of The 8' Boards)5

Stretchers , 4"x4"x68"3

Table Legs , 4"x4"x28 1/2"4

Table Legs , 4"x4"x23 1/2"4

Bench Slats , 2"x8"x66"2

Bench Legs , 2"x8"x18" (These Are The Offcuts From The Table Top Boards)8

Bench Stretchers , 4"x4"x59"2

Short Bench Stretchers , 4"x4"x14.5"4
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Directions
Watch the video!
We recommend watching the corresponding video before beginning this build.

Cut 18" off each board
Using the Kreg Portable Crosscut, I cut 18" off the end of each board. Keep these pieces for later as they're for the benches!

Drill pocket holes for table top
I drilled 5 holes along one edge of four of the 1x8s using the Kreg Pocket-Hole Jig XL. I then joined them together with Kreg

2 1/2" XL Pocket-Hole Screws (linked in tools list). I also used wood glue before using my pocket screws. I let the glue dry a

couple of hours before moving on to the next step.

Cut down the edges
Using the Kreg Straight Edge Guide, I cut down the edges of my table top so they were flush.

Cut 4x4 stretchers
I cut 3- 4x4s down to 68". I made sure they were 10" shorter than my table top for overhang.

Outdoor table with matching benches video >>
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https://youtu.be/R8-3sDQbgWs


Cut 4x4 legs
Cut 4 boards at 4"x4"x28 1/2" and 4 more at 4"x4"x23 1/2" for the legs.

Add pocket holes to 4x4s
Adjust your XL jig to the 3 1/2" mark and drill 2 pocket holes where the boards are joining together. You'll only need pocket

holes on the stretchers and shorter leg pieces.

Put legs together
Connect the four leg pieces together using Kreg 4" XL Pocket-Hole Screws (link in tools list). You'll create two legs with 4

pieces each. I did add some wood glue to each joint as well.

Attach the 4x4 stretchers
To keep the table top from dipping or bowing, attach two stretchers to one side of the legs with equal spacing (I placed

them just outside the first 4x4 of the leg), and one on the opposite side in the center, for the base of the table. I used the

same 4" screws I used in the previous step.

Don't forget pocket holes on the top stretchers and legs!
Don't forget to add a few more pocket holes on the top stretchers and legs so you can attach the base to the table top,

using 2 1/2" pocket screws.

Attach base to table top
There should be a 3 1/2" overhang along each edge of the table, and an 1 1/2" overhang on each end. Attach the table top to

the base using 2 1/2" XL pocket screws.

Prep the table for finish
I used some wood filler on any imperfections in the wood, and let that dry before sanding. I then sanded everything up to

220 grit in preparation for the wood finish.

Grab those leftover 18" pieces from the beginning of the project!
Grab those 18" pieces that you cut off the 2x8s and add 3 pocket holes to one of the long ends connect two of them

together. This will create the outside of each leg.
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Cut a 4x4 for leg supports
I then cut a 4x4 stretcher that will be the spine for each of the benches. You'll need to cut a couple more 14 1/2" pieces. Then

drill pocket holes in all of the 4x4s.

Assemble the legs
Attach two of the 2x8 pieces together with pocket holes (attach two of the long sides together). Then add the 14 1/2" piece

flush to the ground, but centered between the two 2x8s you joined. (The video shows this well, around the 8 minute mark.)

You should have two of these for two legs, and you'll need to repeat this for your second bench. Lay your 4x4 stretcher right

on top of of the shorter 4x4 on each leg, and it should sit flush with the 2x8s now! You have the base for your bench. Pocket

hole these together to secure them.

Attach 2x8s for bench tops
Lay your 2x8 bench tops on your base and screw them in. I pre-drilled some pilot holes using a Kreg bit. I also left a little bit

of space between the two bench boards so water wouldn't get trapped in between them. Because of the pilot holes, I was

able to plug everything with some wood glue and a 3/8" dowel, cut it down and sand it flush to hide the fasteners.

Sand down your benches and table - prepare for finish
I sanded with 150 and ended with 220 grit sandpaper.

Add finish
I added two coats of outdoor water based spar urethane. I chose a satin finish because I thought it would reflect less from

the sun, and figured it would weather better over time.
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